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Filed: March 2008
Location: Denver
Court: U.S. District Court in Colorado
Status: Ongoing
Nature of complaint: Total Renal Care Inc., a subsidiary of 
DaVita Inc., has named Western Nephrology and Metabolic Bone 
Disease, P.C., its doctors and American Renal Associates Inc. in a 
suit alleging various contractual breaches. It says doctors at the 
practice failed to negotiate in good faith, solicited employees 
and revealed trade secrets in a “secret campaign” to establish 
dialysis centers as competition.
Response: The doctors and ARA deny the allegations, and they 
filed an antitrust countercomplaint alleging monopolization, 
attempted monopolization, conspiracy to monopolize and 
unreasonable restraint of trade.

Filed: August 2008
Location: Pocatello, Idaho
Court: Idaho Sixth Judicial District Court in Bannock County
Status: Ongoing
Nature of complaint: DaVita, its subsidiaries and its medical director 
sued Drs. Fahim Rahim and Naeem Rahim, Liberty Dialysis and the Idaho 
Kidney Institute over inpatient dialysis services offered at a local medical 
center. The suit alleges the doctors slandered DaVita's businesses to 
both patients and the medical center, and that such behavior interfered 
with prospective economic advantage.
Response: The defendants deny the allegations and asked that the suit 
be dismissed as fraud on the court. A judge ruled that the case did not 
rise to the level of fraud, but he did say that the plaintiffs abused the 
discovery process by not being forthcoming with information.

Filed: May 2002
Location: Augusta, Ga. 
Court: U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Georgia, 
Augusta Division
Status: Undisclosed settlement
Nature of complaint: DaVita and its subsidiary Total Renal Care 
accused doctors at Nephrology Associates and Nephrology Centers 
of America of interfering with business relations, lying, defamation, 
deceptive trade practices, and breaching contracts and agreements. 
The doctors denied the allegations. After a year and half in the court 
system, the case was settled for an undisclosed amount.

DaVita Inc.’s 
cases across 
the country

Filed: May 2008
Location: Reno, Nev.
Court: Nevada Second Judicial Court in Washoe 
County
Status: Ongoing
Nature of complaint: DaVita Inc. and its subsidiaries 
Total Renal Care Inc. and Renal Treatment Centers-
West Inc., accuse Lori LeBlanc, chief executive officer 
of Sierra Nevada Nephrology, of sabotaging 
negotiations between DaVita and her doctors over a 
medical director’s agreement by disclosing 
compensation and other trade secrets she obtained 
through her work with a Las Vegas-based physician 
group. It also claims that LeBlanc defamed DaVita by 
making remarks about the company to colleagues at 
the Renal Leadership Conference.
Response: LeBlanc denies the allegations, and she 
filed a motion to dismiss the suit, claiming an abuse of 
process. The lawsuit was not dismissed on those 
grounds.

Filed: July 2002
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah
Court: Utah Third Judicial District Court, Salt Lake County
Status: Dismissed with prejudice one year later
Nature of complaint: Total Renal Care, a DaVita subsidiary, sued Nephrology 
Associates and a dialysis provider, Oquirrh Artificial Kidney Center, over what 
it called concerted efforts to run DaVita out of business in Salt Lake City. It 
accuses them of soliciting employees, defaming its business practices, 
revealing confidential information and systematically transferring its 
patients out of its dialysis centers. It alleges the efforts are part of a secret 
agreement between the doctors and the Oquirrh center.
Response: The doctors deny all allegations and filed a countersuit alleging 
that DaVita has interfered with their “sound medical judgement” with 
“threats, intimidation, slander, and frivolous lawsuits.” They accuse DaVita of 
not honoring contracts, defamation and interfering with business.

Filed: April 2009
Location: Colorado Springs
Court: U.S. District Court in Colorado
Status: Ongoing
Nature of complaint: Nature of complaint: DaVita filed an 
arbitration demand asking for unspecified damages against 
doctors at Pikes Peak Nephrology Associates, claiming  they are 
violating non-compete and non-solicitation provisions. Such 
complaints are similar to lawsuits, only they attempt to resolve 
disputes through secret proceedings outside the court system.
Response: Doctors at Pikes Peak Nephrology Associates 
countered by suing Total Renal Care, a DaVita subsidiary, 
alleging that it’s trying to drive away competition and sabotage 
the group’s medical practice. 


